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Biden approval steady after document discovery: AP-NORC Poll 


The statement by President Joe Biden’s personal attorney Bob Bauer is photographed on Saturday, Jan. 21, 2023. 
Associated Press 


By COLLEEN LONG and 
EMILY SWANSON 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — More 
U.S. 
adults 
disapprove 
than approve of the way 
President Joe Biden has 
handled the discovery of 
classified documents at his 
home and former office, 
a new poll shows, but that 
seems to have had little 
impact on his overall ap- 
proval rating. 
The new poll from The Asso- 
ciated Press-NORC Center 
for Public Affairs Research 
finds 41% of Americans say 
they approve of how Bi- 
den is handling his job as 
president, about the same 
as the 43% who said that 
in December. In the new 
poll, 77% of Democrats ap- 
prove of how Biden is han- 
dling his job, while 91% of 
Republicans 
disapprove, 
both little changed since 
late last year. 
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Biden approval steady after document discovery: AP-NORC Poll 


Continued from Front 


Biden, who will address a 
joint session of Congress in 
his State of the Union ad- 
dress next week, needs all 
the support he can muster 
as he strategizes his expect- 
ed reelection campaign, 
and has been working to 
focus voters on his agenda 
and big legislative wins in- 
stead of the documents 
flap. 
Biden’s attorneys discov- 
ered classified items in a 
locked closet in November, 
as they cleared out his of- 
fice at the Penn Biden Cent- 
er, a think tank where he 
briefly worked after he left 
government. The records 
were turned over to Justice 
Department officials. The 
discovery touched off a 
special counsel investiga- 
tion and additional docu- 
ments have turned up at 
his home in Wilmington, 
Delaware, in searches by 
his lawyers and by the FBI. 
Agents also searched Bi- 
den’s vacation home in Re- 
hoboth Beach, Delaware, 
and his former office at the 
Penn Biden Center. 
More people disapprove 
than approve of his han- 
dling of situation since the 
classified documents were 
found, 39% to 23%, An- 
other 36% say they neither 
approve nor disapprove. 
Democrats are more likely 
to approve than disap- 
prove, 44% to 15%, with 40% 
saying they have no opin- 


ion either way. 
A majority of Republicans, 
68%, say they disapprove, 
with 6% saying they ap- 
prove and 24% expressing 
no opinion either way. Re- 
publicans are also some- 
what more likely than Dem- 
ocrats to say they’ve heard 
at least some about the 
situation, 71% to 63%. 
“To me, it seems like he’s 
doing the right things, and 
this happens, people have 
these documents, Trump 
and now Mike Pence, too,” 
said Candace Porth, 72, of 
Phoenix, a Biden supporter. 
“It happens. I think people 
who are supportive of Bi- 


den, they understand.” 
In 
follow-up 
interviews, 
some poll respondents said 
they distinguish between Bi- 
den voluntarily turning over 
documents and the be- 
havior of former President 
Donald Trump, who refused 
to hand over hundreds of 
documents, 
prompting 
the FBI to raid his home. 
Still, many are troubled 
that leaders can’t seem to 
properly handle sensitive 
information. 
“I feel like it is a big prob- 
lem in general,” said Jenifer 
Hudgins, 36, of Gadsden, 
Alabama, 
a 
Democrat 
who voted for Biden. “I 


do not feel like any offi- 
cial should have classified 
documents in their posses- 
sion, especially at personal 
residences. It does make 
you wonder why they have 
these documents at their 
residences.” 
Trump is facing a special 
counsel investigation into 
his retention of several hun- 
dred classified documents 
and 
other 
government 
records at his Mar-a-Lago 
estate in Florida — and his 
resistance to giving them 
up, which led to an FBI war- 
rant and nighttime search 
to seize them last August. 
Banty Patel, a 46-year- 


old Republican from New 
Brunswick, New Jersey, said 
it seems like the same prob- 
lem to him, but Trump and 
Biden are being treated 
very differently. 
“I think it looks worse for Joe 
Biden. He went on the news 
and said he’d always com- 
ply with the FBI and then 
later they discovered he 
had documents, too.” 
Most Americans have paid 
at least some attention to 
the ongoing investigation 
into classified documents, 
but they’re not necessarily 
following it closely. The poll 
shows that 28% say they’ve 
read or heard a lot about 
the situation, while anoth- 
er 35% say they’ve heard 
some about it but not a 
lot. An additional 37% say 
they’ve heard little or noth- 
ing about it. 
On Wednesday, the FBI 
searched 
Biden’s 
home 
in Rehoboth Beach, Dela- 
ware, but did not find any 
classified documents there, 
according to his personal 
attorney. The Bidens pur- 
chased that home, which 
overlooks a state park ad- 
jacent to the beach, in 
June 2017, months after he 
left the vice presidency. 
Agents 
did 
take 
some 
handwritten 
notes 
and 
other materials relating to 
Biden’s time as vice presi- 
dent for review, just as they 
did last month when they 
searched his Wilmington 
home, where they also 
found classified items.q 


President Joe Biden talks with reporters after speaking in the East Room of the White House in 
Washington, Jan 20, 2023. 
Associated Press 


Phil’s Groundhog Day prediction: 6 
more weeks of winter 


PUNXSUTAWNEY, Pa. (AP) 
— A furry critter in a west- 
ern Pennsylvania town has 


predicted six more weeks 
of winter during an an- 
nual Groundhog Day cel- 


ebration. People gathered 
Thursday at Gobbler's Knob 
as members of Punxsutaw- 
ney Phil's "inner circle" sum- 
moned 
the 
groundhog 
from his tree stump at dawn 
to learn if he has seen his 
shadow — and they say he 
did. According to folklore, 
if he sees his shadow there 
will be six more weeks of 
winter. If he doesn't, spring 
comes early. 
The annual event in Punx- 
sutawney, about 65 miles 
(105 kilometers) northeast 
of 
Pittsburgh, 
originated 
from a German legend 
about a furry rodent. 


The gathering annually at- 
tracts thousands. 
The National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric 
Administra- 
tion compared Punxsutaw- 
ney Phil's forecast to the 
national weather the last 
10 years and found "on 
average, Phil has gotten it 
right 40% of the time." 
This year, Phil's prediction 
came during a week when 
a mess of ice, sleet and 
snow has lingered across 
much of the southern U.S. 
According to records dat- 
ing back to 1887, Phil has 
predicted winter more than 
100 times. Ten years were 


lost because no records 
were kept, organizers said. 
The 2021 and 2022 fore- 
casts also called for six 
more weeks of winter. 
While Punxsutawney Phil 
may be the most famous 
groundhog seer, he's cer- 
tainly not the only one. 
New York City's Staten Is- 
land Chuck made his pre- 
diction for an early spring 
during an event Thursday 
at the Staten Island Zoo. 
Phil and Chuck are among 
a broad selection of ro- 
dents that purportedly pre- 
dict weather.q 


Groundhog Club handler A.J. Dereume holds Punxsutawney Phil, 
the weather prognosticating groundhog, while Vice President 
Dan McGinley reads the scroll during the 137th celebration 
of Groundhog Day on Gobbler's Knob in Punxsutawney, Pa., 
Thursday, Feb. 2, 2023. 
Associated Press 
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By LINDSAY WHITEHURST 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
most expansive federal re- 
port in over two decades 
on guns and crime shows 
a 
shrinking 
turnaround 
between the time a gun 
was purchased and when 
it was recovered from a 
crime 
scene, 
indicating 
firearms bought legally are 
more quickly being used in 
crimes around the country. 
It also documents a spike 
in the use of conversion 
devices that make a semi- 
automatic gun fire like a 
machine gun, along with 
the growing seizure of so- 
called ghost guns, private- 
ly made firearms that are 
hard to trace. 
The report comes as the 
nation grapples with a rise 
in violent crime, particularly 
from guns. 


Much of the data from the 
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobac- 
co, Firearms and Explosives 
report hasn’t been widely 
available before, and its 
release is aimed at helping 


police and policy makers 
reduce gun violence, said 
Director Steve Dettelbach. 
“Information is power,” he 
said. 
The report shows 54% of 


guns that police recovered 
in crime scenes in 2021 had 
been 
purchased 
within 
three years, a double-digit 
increase since 2019. The 
quicker turnaround can in- 
dicate illegal gun trafficking 
or a straw purchase when 
someone who can legally 
purchase a gun buys one 
to sell it to someone who 
can’t legally possess guns. 
The increase was driven 
largely by guns bought less 
than a year before, it said. 
The number of new guns 
overall in the U.S. grew sig- 
nificantly during that time 
as gun sales shattered re- 
cords during the coronavi- 
rus pandemic. 
Most guns used in crimes 
changed hands since their 
purchase, the report states. 
It also found what Deputy 
Attorney General Lisa Mo- 
naco called an epidemic 


of stolen guns: more than 
1.07 million firearms were 
reported stolen between 
2017 and 2021. Almost all of 
those, 96%, were from pri- 
vate individuals. 
Meanwhile, the report also 
documents a more than 
five-fold increase in the 
number of devices that 
convert a legal semi-auto- 
matic weapon into an ille- 
gal fully automatic one. Be- 
tween 2012 and 2016, the 
ATF retrieved 814 of those, 
but that number jumped to 
5,414 during the five-year 
period documented in the 
report. 
A conversion device was 
used in a mass shooting 
that left six people dead 
and 12 wounded in Sacra- 
mento last April in what of- 
ficers described as a shoot- 
out between rival gangs.q 


By AAMER MADHANI 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Presi- 
dent Joe Biden is playing 
host to former President Bill 
Clinton to mark the 30th an- 
niversary of the Family and 
Medical Leave Act, the first 
piece of legislation that the 
42nd president signed into 
law after taking office in 
1993. Biden and Clinton will 
take part in an event Thurs- 
day at the White House to 
put the spotlight on legisla- 
tion that guaranteed many 
American workers up to 
12 unpaid weeks off to re- 
cover from major illness or 
childbirth or to take care of 
sick family members. Clin- 
ton signed the bill into law 
on Feb. 5, 1993. 
Biden 
championed 
but 
failed to win support for 
paid 
leave 
for 
workers 
in 2021. On Thursday, he 
signed 
a 
memorandum 
that calls on heads of fed- 
eral agencies to support 
access to unpaid family 
and medical leave for fed- 
eral workers in their first year 
on the job. Workers aren’t 
entitled to unpaid leave 
under the law until they’ve 
been employed for a year. 
The president is also direct- 
ing the Office of Personnel 
Management to provide 


recommendations on de- 
veloping policies so workers 
can get paid and unpaid 
leave to seek safety or re- 
cover from domestic vio- 
lence, dating violence, sex- 
ual assault or stalking. Such 
situations are not covered 
by the family leave law. 
“This event is a moment to 
recognize the difference 
that the Family and Medi- 
cal Leave Act has made 
and continues to make for 


millions of Americans,” said 
Jen Klein, the White House 
director of gender policy. 
“The president will recog- 
nize the work that remains 
to be done to support 
workers including by reaf- 
firming this administration’s 
commitment to passing a 
national paid family and 
medical leave program.” 
Early in 2021, Biden pro- 
posed 
vastly 
expanding 
the family leave law to give 


workers up to 12 weeks 
of paid parental, family 
and personal illness leave 
and to ensure workers get 
three days of bereavement 
leave per year as part of a 
massive $3.5 trillion social 
spending plan. 
His plan called for provid- 
ing workers up to $4,000 
a month, with a minimum 
of two-thirds of average 
weekly wages replaced. 
The White House estimated 


the program would cost 
more than $225 billion over 
a decade. 
Paid family leave didn’t 
make it into the slimmed- 
down climate and health 
care legislation that Biden 
signed into law in August. 
A group of Democratic law- 
makers have announced 
they 
were 
reintroducing 
legislation to establish paid 
family leave and other up- 
dates to the law. But pass- 
ing legislation to establish 
paid leave program will 
be an uphill climb for Biden 
with Republicans now in 
control of the House. Sen. 
Kirsten 
Gillibrand, 
D-NY, 
who has been pushing for 
updating the federal law, 
said that she’s engaged 
Republican 
lawmakers 
on the issue. “We are go- 
ing to find what common 
ground exists in both the 
House and Senate and see 
if there’s some measure 
of paid leave that can be 
done with the Republican 
House,” she said. 
“I’m optimistic that there’s 
something we can do to- 
gether. I just don’t know 
what it is yet.” 
The current federal leave 
law doesn’t apply to a 
huge swath of the U.S. work 
force. q 


President Bill Clinton reaches for a pen as he signs the Family Leave Bill into law during a ceremony 
in the Rose Garden in Washington, Feb. 5, 1993. 
Associated Press 


Joe Biden, Bill Clinton mark 3 decades of family leave act 


President Joe Biden’s nominee to lead the Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives, Steve Dettelbach speaks 
during an event in the Rose Garden of the White House in 
Washington, April 11, 2022. 


Associated Press 


First sweeping federal gun crime report in 20 years released 
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By PAUL J. WEBER and 
KEN MILLER 
Associated Press 
AUSTIN, Texas (AP) — Thou- 
sands of frustrated Texans 
shivered in their homes 
Thursday after more than a 
day without power, includ- 
ing many in the state capi- 
tal, as an icy winter storm 
that has been blamed for 
at least 10 traffic deaths lin- 
gered across much of the 
southern U.S. 
A warming trend was ex- 
pected to bring some relief 
later Thursday just in time 
for an Arctic front to drop 
from Canada and threat- 
en northern states, and 
in particular those in New 
England, with the coldest 
weather in decades. Wind 
chills could dive lower than 
minus 50 (minus 45 Celsius). 
Across Texas, 430,000 cus- 
tomers lacked power Thurs- 
day, according to Power- 
Outage.us. But the failures 
were most widespread in 
Austin, 
where 
frustration 
mounted 
among 
more 
than 
156,000 
customers 
over 24 hours after their 
electricity went out, which 
for many also meant their 
heat. Power failures have 
affected about 30% of cus- 


tomers in the city of nearly 
a million at any given time 
since Wednesday. 
Allison Rizzolo, who lost 
power in Austin, told KEYE- 
TV that she wished there 
were more clarity from the 
city on what to do or ex- 
pect. “I get that there’s 
a fine line between pre- 
paredness and panic, but I 
wish they’d been more ag- 


gressive in their communi- 
cations,” Rizzolo said. 
For many Texans, it was the 
second time in three years 
that 
a 
February 
freeze 
temperatures were in the 
30s Thursday with wind chills 
below freezing caused 
prolonged outages and 
uncertainty over when the 
lights would come back on. 
Mayor Kirk Watson, at a 


news conference Thursday, 
said city officials will review 
their communication pro- 
tocols in future disasters. 
“I know that top of mind 
for everyone is restoring 
power to each and every 
home, and crews are work- 
ing even as we speak and 
have through the night,” 
the mayor said. “Because 
of the length and nature 


of this storm, it has proven 
very challenging.” 
Unlike the 2021 blackouts 
in Texas, when hundreds 
of people died after the 
state’s grid was pushed to 
the brink of total failure be- 
cause of a lack of genera- 
tion, the outages in Austin 
this time were largely the 
result of frozen equipment 
and 
ice-burdened 
trees 
and limbs falling on power 
lines. 
The city’s utility warned all 
power may not be restored 
until Friday as ice contin- 
ued causing outages even 
as repairs were finished 
elsewhere. 
“It feels like two steps for- 
ward 
and 
three 
steps 
back,” said Jackie Sargent, 
general manager of Austin 
Energy. 
School systems in the Dallas 
and Austin area, plus many 
in 
Oklahoma, 
Arkansas 
and Memphis, Tennessee, 
closed Thursday as snow, 
sleet and freezing rain con- 
tinued to push through. 
Public transportation in Dal- 
las also experienced “ma- 
jor delays” early Thursday, 
according to a statement 
from Dallas Area Rapid 
Transit.q 


By AUDREY McAVOY 
Associated Press 
HONOLULU (AP) — A whale 
that washed ashore in Ha- 
waii over the weekend 
likely died in part because 
it ate large volumes of fish- 
ing traps, fishing nets, plas- 
tic bags and other marine 
debris, scientists said Thurs- 
day, highlighting the threat 
to wildlife from the millions 
of tons of plastic that ends 
up in oceans every year. 
The 
body 
of 
the 
56- 
foot 
(17-meter) 
long, 
120,000-pound (54,431-kilo- 
gram) animal was first no- 
ticed on a reef off Kauai on 
Friday. High tide brought it 
ashore on Saturday. 
Kristi West, the director of 
the University of Hawaii’s 
Health and Stranding Lab, 
said there were enough 
foreign objects in the open- 
ing of the whale’s intestinal 
tract to block food. 


“The presence of undigest- 
ed fish and squid lends fur- 
ther evidence of a block- 
age,” she said in a news 
release from the Hawaii 
Department of Land and 
Natural Resources. 


The whale’s stomach con- 
tained six hagfish traps, 
seven types of fishing net, 
two types of plastic bags, 
a light protector, fishing line 
and a float from a net. Re- 
searchers also found squid 


beaks, fish skeleton and re- 
mains of other prey in the 
whale’s stomach. 
It’s the first known case of 
a sperm whale in Hawaii 
waters ingesting discarded 
fishing gear, West said. 
The 
whale’s 
stomach 
was so large West’s team 
wasn’t able to examine it 
completely. They suspect 
there was more material 
they weren’t able to re- 
cover. 
Researchers found nothing 
wrong with other organs 
they examined. They col- 
lected samples to screen 
for disease and conduct 
other follow-up tests. 
Sperm whales travel across 
thousands of miles in the 
ocean so it’s not clear 
where the debris came 
from. 
Scientists say that more 
than 35 million tons (31.9 
million metric tons) of plas- 


tic pollution is produced 
around Earth each year 
and about a quarter of that 
ends up around the water. 
Marine debris harms nu- 
merous species. 
Seabirds 
can 
ingest 
as 
much as 8% of their body 
weight in plastic. Endan- 
gered 
Hawaiian 
monk 
seals and green sea turtles 
can get caught in plastic 
nets and die. Sharks and 
other apex predators eat 
smaller fish that feed on mi- 
croplastic, which can then 
endanger their own health. 
In addition to eating plas- 
tics, 
large 
whales 
are 
harmed when they be- 
come entangled in fishing 
gear or other ropes in the 
ocean. 
The drag from debris can 
force whales to use more 
energy to swim and make 
it harder for them to eat, 
causing starvation.q 


Icicles hang from the Angelina Eberly statue in downtown Austin, Texas, during a winter storm on 
Wednesday, Feb. 1, 2023. 


Associated Press 


Frustrated Texans endure winter storm with no power, heat 


This photo released by the Hawaii Department of Land and 
Natural Resources shows debris found in a dead sperm whale 
at Lydgate Beach in Kauai County, Hawaii on Wednesday, Feb. 
1, 2023. 


Associated Press 


Hawaii whale dies with fishing nets, plastic bags in stomach 
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By JIM GOMEZ and 
ELLEN KNICKMEYER 
Associated Press 
MANILA, Philippines (AP) — 
The Philippines said Thurs- 
day it was allowing U.S. 
forces to broaden their 
footprint in the Southeast 
Asian nation, the latest 
Biden administration move 
bolstering an arc of military 
alliances in the Indo-Pacific 
to better counter China, 
including in any future con- 
frontation over Taiwan. 
Thursday’s 
agreement, 
which gives U.S. forces ac- 
cess to four more military 
camps, was announced 
during a visit by U.S. Sec- 
retary of Defense Lloyd 
Austin. He has led efforts to 
strengthen America’s secu- 
rity alliances in Asia in the 
face of China’s increasing 
assertiveness toward Tai- 
wan and territorial disputes 
in the South China Sea. 
“It’s a big deal,” Austin said 
at a news conference, 
while noting the agree- 
ment did not mean the 
re-establishment of perma- 
nent American bases in the 
Philippines. 
In a televised news con- 
ference with his Philippine 
counterpart, Carlito Galvez 
Jr., Austin gave assuranc- 
es of U.S. military support 
and said the 1951 Mutual 
Defense Treaty, which ob- 
ligates the U.S. and the 
Philippines to help defend 
each other in major con- 
flicts, “applies to armed 
attacks on either of our 
armed forces, public ves- 
sels or aircraft anywhere in 
the South China Sea.” 
“We discussed concrete 
actions to address desta- 
bilizing activities in the wa- 
ters,” Austin said. 
“This is part of our effort to 
modernize 
our 
alliance, 
and these efforts are es- 
pecially important as the 
People’s Republic of China 
continues to advance its 
illegitimate claims in the 
West Philippine Sea.” 
American 
leaders 
have 
long sought to reorient U.S. 
foreign policy to better re- 
flect the rise of China as a 
significant military and eco- 
nomic competitor, as well 
as to better deal with the 
lasting threat from North 
Korea. 
The tensions between Chi- 


na and Taiwan will be high 
on the agenda next week 
when U.S. Secretary of State 
Antony Blinken is expected 
to meet with China’s new 


foreign minister, Qin Gang. 
China claims the self-ruled 
island as its own territory to 
be taken by force if neces- 
sary and Beijing has sent 
warships, bombers, fighter 
jets and support aircraft 
into airspace near Taiwan 
on a near-daily basis, spark- 
ing concerns of a potential 
blockade or military action. 
The announcement from 
the Philippines follows a 
U.S.-Japan 
declaration 
on Jan. 11 that those two 
countries’ militaries would 
be updating and strength- 
ening their defense pos- 
ture, as well as other earlier 
pledges of greater military 
cooperation from Indo-Pa- 
cific partners stretching as 
far south as Australia. 
Chinese 
Foreign 
Ministry 
spokeswomen Mao Ning 
responded Thursday by ac- 
cusing the United States of 
pursuing “its selfish agen- 
da.” 
“The U.S. has adhered to a 
Cold War zero-sum mental- 
ity and strengthened mili- 
tary deployment in the re- 
gion,” Mao told reporters at 
a daily briefing. 
“This is an act that esca- 
lates tensions in the region 


and endangers regional 
peace and stability.” 
U.S. and Philippine officials 
also said that “substantial” 
progress has been made 


in projects at five Philippine 
military bases, where U.S. 
military personnel were ear- 
lier granted access by Filipi- 
no officials. Construction of 
American facilities at those 
bases has been underway 
for years but has been 
hampered by unspecified 
local issues. 
China and the Philippines, 
along with Vietnam, Ma- 
laysia, Brunei and Taiwan, 
have been locked in in- 
creasingly tense territorial 
disputes over the busy and 
resource-rich South China 
Sea. Washington lays no 
claims to the strategic wa- 
ters but has deployed its 
warships and fighter and 
surveillance aircraft for pa- 
trols that it says promote 
freedom of navigation and 
the rule of law but have in- 
furiated Beijing. 
Austin thanked President 
Ferdinand 
Marcos 
Jr., 
whom he briefly met in 
Manila, for allowing the 
U.S. military to broaden its 
presence in the Philippines, 
Washington’s oldest treaty 
ally in Asia. 
“I have always said that it 
seems to me that the future 
of the Philippines and for 


that matter the Asia-Pacific 
will always have to involve 
the United States simply be- 
cause those partnerships 
are so strong,” Marcos told 


Austin. 
Galvez said there was a 
need for more consulta- 
tions, including with local 
officials in provinces where 
visiting U.S. forces would es- 
tablish a presence in Philip- 
pine military camps. 
A few dozen leftist activities 
held a noisy protest Thurs- 
day and set a mock U.S. 
flag ablaze outside the 
main military camp where 
Austin held talks with his 
Philippine 
counterpart. 
While the two countries 
are allies, leftist groups and 
nationalists have resented 
and often protested bois- 
terously against the U.S. mil- 
itary presence in this former 
American colony. 
The country used to host 
two of the largest U.S. Navy 
and Air Force bases outside 
the American mainland. 
The bases were shut down 
in the early 1990s after the 
Philippine Senate rejected 
an extension, but Ameri- 
can forces later returned 
for large-scale combat ex- 
ercises with Filipino troops. 
The Philippine Constitution 
prohibits the permanent 
basing of foreign troops 
and their involvement in lo- 


cal combat. The countries’ 
Enhanced Defense Coop- 
eration Agreement allows 
visiting American forces to 
stay indefinitely in rotating 
batches in barracks and 
other buildings they con- 
struct 
within 
designated 
Philippine camps with their 
defense 
equipment, 
ex- 
cept nuclear weapons. 
Philippine military and de- 
fense officials said in No- 
vember the U.S. had sought 
access to five more local 
military camps mostly in the 
northern Philippine region 
of Luzon. 
Two of the camps where 
the U.S. wanted to gain ac- 
cess are in Cagayan prov- 
ince near Luzon island’s 
northern tip, across a sea 
border from Taiwan, the 
Taiwan Strait and southern 
China. Other camps that 
would host American forc- 
es are along the country’s 
western coast, including in 
the provinces of Palawan 
and Zambales, which face 
the disputed South China 
Sea. 
“The Philippine-US alliance 
has stood the test of time 
and remains ironclad,” the 
allies said in their statement. 
“We look forward to the 
opportunities 
these 
new 
sites will create to expand 
our cooperation together.” 
Austin is the latest high- 
ranking American official to 
travel to the Philippines af- 
ter Vice President Kamala 
Harris visited in November, 
in a sign of warming ties af- 
ter a strained period under 
Marcos’s predecessor, Ro- 
drigo Duterte. 
Duterte had nurtured cozy 
ties with China and Russia 
and at one point threat- 
ened to sever relations with 
Washington, eject Ameri- 
can forces and abrogate 
the Visiting Forces Agree- 
ment that allows thousands 
of 
American 
forces 
to 
come each year for large- 
scale combat exercises. 
“I am confident that we will 
continue to work together 
to defend our shared val- 
ues of freedom, democ- 
racy and human dignity,” 
Austin said. 
“As you heard me say 
before, the United States 
and the Philippines are 
more than just allies. We’re 
family.”q 


Philippine President Ferdinand Marcos Jr., center, talks with U.S. Secretary of Defense Lloyd James 
Austin III, third from left, during a courtesy call at the Malacanang Palace in Manila, Philippines 
on Thursday, Feb. 2, 2023. 
Associated Press 


With Philippine pact, U.S. steps up efforts to counter China 
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By CARA ANNA 
Associated Press 
NAIROBI, Kenya (AP) — Af- 
rica’s public health agency 
says countries with deadly 
cholera outbreaks on the 
continent have no “imme- 
diate access” to vaccines 
amid a global supply short- 
age. 
The acting director of the 
Africa Centers for Disease 
Control 
and 
Prevention, 
Ahmed Ogwell, told jour- 
nalists on Thursday that the 
agency is working with the 
World Health Organization 
and the vaccine alliance 
GAVI on ways to obtain 
more doses. 
The Africa CDC is also work- 
ing with two local manufac- 


turers to explore if their fa- 
cilities can be repurposed 
to manufacture cholera 
vaccines, Ogwell said. He 
didn’t say which ones. 
WHO and its partners rec- 
ommended 
in 
October 
that countries temporarily 
switch to using a single dose 
of the cholera vaccine in- 
stead of two because of 
the supply shortage as out- 
breaks of the water-borne 
disease 
surge 
globally. 
They said one dose of vac- 
cine has proven effective in 
stopping outbreaks “even 
though evidence on the 
exact duration of protec- 
tion is limited” and appears 
to be lower in children. 
WHO noted that Haiti and 


Syria also are trying to 
contain large outbreaks. 
WHO and partner agen- 
cies manage a stockpile of 
cholera vaccines that are 
dispensed free to countries 
that need them. 
Malawi in southern Africa 
especially is struggling with 
a cholera outbreak. The 
country has recorded 3,577 
new cases including 111 
deaths in the past week, 
Ogwell said. They make up 
the bulk of the new cholera 
cases on the continent. 
Since the beginning of 
2023, there have been 
27,300 new cases of chol- 
era including 687 deaths in 
five African countries, Og- 
well said. 


The WHO has said climate 
change could make chol- 
era epidemics more com- 
mon, as the bacteria that 


causes the disease can 
reproduce more quickly in 
warmer water.q 


By TIA GOLDENBERG 
Associated Press 
JERUSALEM (AP) — Israel’s 
West Bank settler popula- 
tion now makes up more 
than half a million people, 
a pro-settler group said 
Thursday, crossing a ma- 
jor threshold. Settler lead- 
ers predicted even faster 
population growth under 
Israel’s new ultranationalist 
government. 
The 
report, 
by 
West- 
BankJewishPopulation- 
Stats.com and based on 
official figures, showed the 
settler 
population 
grew 
to 502,991 as of Jan. 1, ris- 
ing more than 2.5% in 12 
months and nearly 16% 
over the last five years. 
“We’ve reached a huge 
hallmark,” said Baruch Gor- 
don, the director of the 
group and a resident of the 
Beit El settlement. “We’re 
here to stay.” 
The milestone comes as 
Israel’s new government, 
made up of ultranation- 
alist parties who oppose 
Palestinian statehood, has 
placed expanding settle- 
ments at the top of its pri- 
ority list. Already the gov- 
ernment has pledged to 
legalize wildcat outposts 
that have long enjoyed 
tacit government support 
and to ramp up approval 
and construction of settler 
homes around the West 
Bank. 


“I think that in the coming 
years of this government 
there will be more build- 
ing than there has been in 
the last 20 years of govern- 
ments,” Gordon said. 
Settlements 
have 
flour- 
ished under every Israeli 
government, including at 
the height of the peace 
process in the 1990s. Even 
Israel’s short-lived previous 
government, which includ- 
ed parties supporting Pal- 
estinian statehood along 
with those opposing it, con- 
tinued to build settlements. 
The report also comes as 
a new spasm of violence 


is shaking the region and 
days after a visit by U.S. 
Secretary of State Antony 
Blinken, who pledged sup- 
port for an independent 
Palestinian state. The settler 
population has continued 
to grow under the Biden 
administration, despite re- 
newed American appeals 
to rein in construction fol- 
lowing years of President 
Donald 
Trump’s 
hands- 
off approach. The settler 
population report does not 
include annexed east Jeru- 
salem, home to more than 
200,000 settlers. The West 
Bank and east Jerusalem 


are together home to some 
3 million Palestinians. 
Israel captured the West 
Bank, east Jerusalem and 
the Gaza Strip in the 1967 
Mideast war. The Palestin- 
ians seek those territories for 
an independent state. 
Although Israel withdrew 
troops and several thou- 
sand settlers from Gaza 
in 2005, it has charged 
ahead 
with 
settlement 
building in the West Bank 
and east Jerusalem. Doz- 
ens of settlements dot the 
territory, some as small as 
a few mobile homes and 
others sprawling cities, with 


malls and public transport 
of their own. 
Much of the international 
community views the set- 
tlements as illegitimate and 
an obstacle to peace. The 
Palestinians see them as a 
land grab that undermines 
their chances to establish a 
viable, contiguous state. 
“All settlements are illegal. 
There is no legitimacy for 
settlements or the pres- 
ence of settlers in the Pal- 
estinian 
territories,” 
said 
Nabil Abu Rudeineh, a 
spokesman for Palestinian 
President Mahmoud Ab- 
bas. “The increase in the 
number of settlers is the 
result of Israeli government 
policies that do not believe 
in the two-state solution,” 
which would create an 
independent 
Palestinian 
state next to Israel. Israel 
claims the West Bank is dis- 
puted territory, rather than 
occupied, saying that ter- 
minology denies the Jew- 
ish people’s historical pres- 
ence in the land. It argues 
that the fate of settlements 
should be part of negotia- 
tions to bring about an end 
to the conflict. Peace ef- 
forts have been moribund 
for nearly 15 years, while Is- 
rael continued to establish 
facts on the ground with 
more settlement construc- 
tion and a Palestinian po- 
litical rivalry complicated 
peacemaking.q 


A general view of the West Bank Jewish settlement of Efrat, Monday, Jan. 30, 2023. 


Associated Press 


Israeli settler population in West Bank surpasses 500K 


Health workers treat cholera patients at the Bwaila Hospital in 
Lilongwe central Malawi on Jan. 11, 2023. 
Associated Press 


African countries lack ‘immediate access’ to cholera vaccine 
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Investors interested in the development of Aruba 


ORANJESTAD —Wednesday morning, real 
estate tycoon Rosa Nurys Godet held a 
press conference with Aruba Today and 
other news outlets to highlight the impor- 
tance of clear communication and team- 
work when developing new projects. 


Her real estate investment company has 
specialized in investing and developing 
public infrastructures for both the Aruban 
locals and tourists since 2014. In the past 8 
years, the company has provided beauti- 
ful structures and entertainment spaces for 
the community of Aruba, such as the Palm 
Beach Plaza along the hotel strip in Noord, 
Rose Alley in main street, Oranjestad along 
with other structures in that same area. 


Mrs. Godet, who is also an international 
business consultant, has revealed the 
growing interest of foreign and local inves- 
tors in new developments on the island. 
With this, she highlighted the importance 
of teamwork and communication be- 
tween all parties involved in the develop- 
ment of new projects. 


Of course, when taking up new projects, 
there are going to be some bumps on 


the road. Despite this, Mrs. Godet is opti- 
mistic — yet firm—with her wishes to keep 
improving the communication between 
government institutions and investors as 
she expresses to us how she already has 
some new project ideas up her sleeve, 
some of which she has already proposed 
to the government of Aruba. 


In her statement, she expresses her passion 
and determination for her work, along with 
her love for the island and her wish to be 
involved in the island’s growth. It is for this 
reason that she also urges for the space 
for young investors to grow on the island. 
As a proud mother of two young investors 
herself, she strives to teach her children to 
always conduct business in a proper way: 
“either you do it and complete it, or don’t 
do it at all.” 


Finally, she thanked Aruba Today for giv- 
ing her a platform to express her passion, 
and she points out how the interest from 
herself and other investors to see Aruba 
grow into its full potential is still there: “We 
are looking to see an island full of flowers, 
comfort, and happiness.”q 


Minister Geoffrey Wever: 
We need to create necessary conditions 
for sustainable developments on Aruba 


(Oranjestad)—Recently, 
Minister of Sustainable De- 
velopment, Mr. Geoffrey 
Wever, met with represen- 
tatives of the Sustainable 
Development Goals Com- 
mittee (SDG) and the facul- 
ty of Sustainable Develop- 
ment Planning of Economic 
Issues, Trade and Indus- 
try (DEZHI) about the next 
steps in implementing the 
SDG framework from the 
United Nations. 


Since 2015, Aruba adopted 
the UN Goals for Sustain- 
able Development agen- 
da for 2030. The agenda 
consists of global goals for 
sustainability based on the 
principals of Human Rights 
and the “Leave no one be- 
hind” slogan, which is cru- 
cial for reaching harmony 


between the 3 essential 
elements 
of 
sustainable 
developments: economic 
growth, social inclusion and 
protection of the environ- 
ment. 
The SDGs consist of 17 
goals, on which countries 
work to reach their na- 
tional goals. The goals are 
as follows: 1. End poverty; 
2. End hunger; 3. Health 
and Wellness; 4. Quality 
educacion; 5.Equality be- 
tween genders; 6. Clean 
water; 7. Clean energy and 
economy; 8. Decent em- 
ployment and economic 
growth; 9. Innovation and 
infrastructure; 10. Reduce 
unequality; 11. Sustainable 
communities and neigh- 
borhoods; 12. Responsible 
production and consump- 
tion; 13. Climate action; 14. 


Ocean life; 15. Land life; 16. 
Peace, justice and strong 
institution; 17. Partnership to 
achieve goals. 


This week, the Resident Co- 
ordinator of the United Na- 
tions for Aruba, Curacao, 
St. Maarten, Trinidad & To- 
bago and Suriname will visit 
Aruba, along with different 


other 
representatives 
of 
UN organizations. The UN is 
an important international 
strategy partner in the im- 
plementation of SDGs. 


Minister 
Wever: 
“Aruba 
knows of different plans 
and initiatives to further 
develop sustainability. It’s 
also important to work with 


necessary conditions in or- 
der to reach this goal, like 
national awareness about 
the SDGs, the fortification 
of national and interna- 
tional 
strategy 
partners, 
improvement of govern- 
mental processes and the 
prioritization aligned with 
limited financial and hu- 
man resources.”q 
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The royal visit culminated on the Plaza Padu with a magnificent 
cultural event 


ORANJESTAD - January 31, 
2023, marked the second 
and last day of the Royal 
visit to Aruba by King Wil- 
lem 
Alexander, 
Queen 
Maxima, 
and 
Princess 
Amalia. 


The morning initiated early 
with a visit to the National 
Park Arikok and culminated 
with a magnificent cultural 
celebration on Plaza Padu 
dedicated to the Royal 
Family. 


On the second day of the 
visit to Aruba, the Royal 
family walked through the 
Arikok Natural Park accom- 
panied by the Park Rang- 
ers. During their walk, they 
learned about Aruba's flora 
and fauna, particularly the 
protected species. 


Since 
this 
was 
Princess 
Amalia's first visit to Aruba, 
they went to the Royal 
Aruba Aloe factory, where 
they toured the facility and 
got information about the 
products made locally with 
locally grown Aloe. The 
Royal Family had the op- 
portunity to speak to the 
employees and also make 
a product themselves. 


In the afternoon, the Uni- 
versity of Aruba organized 
a lecture and special quiz 
created by the law faculty 
about "Caribbean Rights". 
The King, Queen, and Prin- 
cess participated in said 
lecture 
and 
quiz. 
They 
talked with students and 


University professors about 
education in Aruba, job 
opportunities, and sustain- 
ability. 


After the University of Aru- 
ba, t the King and Princess 
went to the Frans Figaroa 
Stadium for a football pre- 
sentation by talented fe- 
male and male football 
players. Queen Maxima vis- 
ited an agricultural project 
financed by Qredits of the 
Koolman family. 


The Royal visit culminated 
in the evening with a cul- 
tural event held on the 
Plaza Padu and Bon Bini 
Festival at Fort Zoutman. 
At this event, the King, 
Queen, and Princess were 
introduced to local prod- 
ucts and were delighted 
with song and dance. It 
was a pleasant evening 
full of joy and with young 
and old sharing the beauti- 
ful moment with the Royal 
family.q 
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Today Is Going To Be A Good Day 


Here’s why: Aruba Today 
collected some things to 
do BEYOND the beach. Yes, 
we know. Aruba, located 
15 miles north of Venezu- 
ela in the warm waters of 
the southern Caribbean, is 
home to beautiful white- 
sand beaches, 82-degree 
days, and thus ideal for the 
perfect beach day. But we 
are also blessed with some 
of the warmest people in 
the world and our island is 
19.6 miles long and 6 miles 
across, with a total area of 
70 square miles. Bit more 
to discover than the white 
stretch on the coastline we 
say. Let’s mention some of 
these hidden gems. 


Nature Calls 
The Arikok National park is 
worth the ride. We love the 
hikes that are guided by 
the park’s rangers whose 
job is to maintain trails and 
protect natural resources. 
The flora and fauna are 
beautiful and the histori- 
cal sites tell you about the 
island’s indigenous roots. 
The guided tours are even 
free of charge. If you are 
not up to walking, you can 
drive through the park, one 
way or another this park 
is a great place to spend 
an entire day. Cruising 


through the landscape you 
end up at some of the most 
stunning beaches like Dos 
Playa or Daimara Beach. 
In Total the park consists of 
7907 acres protected na- 
ture with a richness of ani- 
mals living in it. The Aruban 
whiptail lizard (cododo), 
Aruban cat eye snake 
(santanero) and endan- 
gered rattle snake (casca- 
bel) are just some of them, 
you can also admire these 
close in the park’s Visitors’ 
Center. For more informa- 
tion, visit the website www. 
arubanationalpark.org 


The Lighthouse 
No, you would not think 
of this as a hidden gem. 
The California Lighthouse 
is actually one of the most 
known highlights in Aruba 


and many repeated guests 
most probably took the ride 
uphill already. But, there 
is a significant change to 
this tower. Since Septem- 
ber 2016 you can climb the 
top. In 2015 Stichting Mon- 
umentenfonds started the 
restoration of the Califor- 
nia Lighthouse. The project 
finished in September 2016 
and the Lighthouse is now 
open for visitors to enjoy 
the beautiful view from the 
top. The construction of the 
California Lighthouse start- 
ed in 1915. The name ‘Cali- 
fornia’ came from a vessel 
of the West India Company 
and Pacific Steamship Co. 
called 
‘California’ 
that 
shipwrecked in the area in 
1891. Therefore they came 
up with the idea of building 
a lighthouse that could indi- 
cate the island’s eastern tip 
to ships with its light. www. 
arubalighthouse.com 
will 
give you more information. 


Kayak in the Mangroves 
Mangel Halto at Savaneta 
is definitely a place not to 
miss out on. The beauti- 
ful beach with the natu- 
ral mangroves is simply a 
beauty, but if you are into 
a more active way to enjoy 


the nature: take a kayak. 
While you are doing some 
workout -as it might get a 
little windy and rough-, you 
will see the island from a 
different perspective. You 
can even make a stop to 
do some snorkeling at the 


reef. Its fun, it’s healthy and 
for sure something else. 
There are several compa- 
nies that offer kayak tours, 
we had good experience 
with The Shack Kayak Tours 
Aruba, find them on Face- 
book. q 
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Consumer Price Index, base period June 2019 - December 2022 
Part 2 


The Central Bureau of Sta- 
tistics presents the most 
important findings for the 
Consumer 
Price 
Index 
(CPI) for the month of De- 
cember 2022. 


Change in prices of crude 
oil, utilities, gasoline and 
diesel in December 2022 
The prices of utilities (elec- 
tricity and water), gaso- 
line and diesel are for the 
greater part determined 
by international crude oil 
prices. In December 2022 
the average price per bar- 
rel of crude oil (US$ 76.80) 
had a decrease of US$ 8.28 
(-9.7%) compared to No- 
vember 2022 (US$ 85.08). 


The prices of electricity 
and water did not change 
compared to November 
2022. 
Subsequently, 
the 
average electricity price 
per household remained 
at Afl. 294.56, while the av- 
erage price of water per 
household remained at Afl. 
168.73. 


In December 2022 the price 
of gasoline registered a de- 
crease of Afl. 17.70 cents 
(-6.6%) and had an effect 
of -0.34 ppts on the CPI. The 
price of diesel registered a 
decrease of Afl. 23.80 cents 
(-8.4%) and had an effect 


of -0.04 ppts on the CPI of 
December 2022. 
In December 2022, utilities, 
gasoline and diesel as a 
group, showed a decrease 
in price of 2.1% compared 
to November 2022, and 
had an influence of -0.38 
ppts on the CPI, while the 
remaining 404 goods and 
services, as a group, show 
an increase of 0.3% and 
had an effect of 0.27 ppts 
on the CPI. 


Change in prices of Food 
& catering services in De- 
cember 2022 
The “Food & catering ser- 
vices” index showed an 
increase of 1.0% in Decem- 
ber 2022, after an increase 
of 1.4% in November 
2022. The index for “Food 
at home” showed an in- 


crease of 0.6% in Decem- 
ber, as nine (9) of the elev- 
en (11) “Food at home” 
indices increased in De- 
cember 2022. The “Bread 
and cereals” index regis- 
tered the largest increase 


(2.2%) in December 2022. 
Furthermore, other signifi- 
cant increases were post- 
ed in the indices for “Fruit” 
(1.4%), “Food products 
n.e.c.” (0.9%), “Sugar, jam, 
honey and other confec- 


tionery” (0.6%) and “Vege- 
tables” (0.6%). The only two 
decreases were registered 
in the indices for “Potatoes 
and other tubers” (-2.5%) 
and “Meat” (-0.2%) in De- 
cember 2022. 


The index for “Food away 
from home” increased by 
1.9% in December 2022. 


In December 2022, “Food 
at home” and “Food away 
from home” as a group 
showed an increase in 
price of 1.0% compared to 
November 2022, and had 
an effect of 0.16 ppts on 
the CPI, while the remain- 
ing goods and services, as 
a group, experienced an 
increase in price of 0.3%, 
causing an effect of -0.27 
ppts on the CPI. 


The subsistence level in De- 
cember 2022 
The subsistence level is 
the minimum level of in- 
come which is perceived 
necessary to achieve an 
adequate standard of liv- 
ing in a given country. The 
subsistence level is usually 
determined by estimating 
the cost of all the essential 
resources that an aver- 
age adult consumes in one 
month or year. This is com- 
monly called a basic needs 
index, and varies accord- 
ing to the price of food, 
clothing, 
housing, 
trans- 
port and other items in the 
"basket". Equivalent scales 
are used to adjust the as- 
sumed standard of living, of 
households of different sizes 
and composition. 


The scale assigns a weight 
of 1.0 for the first adult 
and 0.5 for each addition- 
al adult in the household 
(aged 15+) and a weight 
of 0.3 for each child (aged 
0-14 years). The subsistence 
level is based on figures of 
the report “Bestaansmini- 
mum 2010” published by 
the CBS in December 2010 
and is monthly updated for 
inflation using the monthly 
CPI. The reference unit used 
in this report is a household 
consisting of two (2) adults 
and two (2) children (aged 
0-14 years).q 
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History of Carnival in Aruba 


(VisitAruba.com) – Each 
year in January and Febru- 
ary, Aruba celebrates an- 
other edition of its popular 
and impressive Carnival 
season. The incredible at- 
mosphere and cultural di- 
versity during carnival is 
definitely something that 
you need to experience. 
Carnival has its origins in 
the 1920s, and it evolved 
through different cultural 
influences to arrive to what 
we know and love today. 


1921-1945 
The first signs of Carnival 
celebrations 
began 
in 
1921, when some of the 
many social clubs would 
have 
parties 
with 
cos- 
tumes. These parties would 
take place at the venues of 
the social clubs and were 
primarily elite balls with Eu- 
ropean style, like debutant 
balls and costume parties 
to celebrate the festivities 
of the season. After some 
years, the Americans in San 
Nicolas who were work- 
ing at the Lago Refinery 
introduced their own cel- 
ebrations for the season, 
with American style. These 
seasonal 
festivities 
were 
mainly centered around 


Halloween, Christmas and 
Carnival, and became the 
first step on the road to the 
carnival celebrations that 
we know today. 


1945-1954 
During these years, the 
Lago 
Refinery 
began 
reaching its employment 
peak, with most of the re- 
cruiting done in the English- 
speaking islands in the Ca- 
ribbean, namely Trinidad, 
Jamaica and British Guy- 
ana. These English-speak- 
ing migrants were the first 
to organize a parade in 
San Nicolas for the allied 
victory in World War II. It 
was these immigrants who 
enriched Aruba’s Trinidadi- 
an-style Carnival. 
Meanwhile, the carnival 
celebrations of Carnival at 
the social clubs were be- 
coming bigger and bigger. 
Every club had a Carnival 
Queen election on the is- 
land, and the first parades 
were organized by Aruba’s 
oldest social club, Tivoli. 


1954-1965 
The third era of Aruba’s 
carnival began when the 
native Aruban and Eng- 
lish groups joined to plan 


the first public carnival for 
the entire island, under a 
(temporary) Central Carni- 
val Committee. With Club 
Tivoli as a host, the repre- 
sentatives of various social 
clubs held a meeting to co- 
ordinate their efforts for a 
single, unique Carnival pa- 
rade in Oranjestad, com- 
bining 
steelband, 
floats 
and musicians in costumes 
and masks. The Carnival 
Committee organized the 
first Carnival Queen elec- 
tion. 
In 1957, the tradition of 
having two big parades 
began; the first in San Nico- 
las and the second in the 
capital of Oranjestad. After 
eight years, Calypso and 
Roadmarch became an 
integral part of the Carnival 
season with the introduc- 
tion of Calypso contests. 


1966-present 
The first year of this era was 
known for the establish- 
ment of SAC – The Aruban 
Carnival Foundation. This 
committee was founded 
at exactly 11:11am on the 
11th day of the 11th month, 
known as Fools Day. The 
Committee was the main 
organizer of the Carnival 
festivities, however, it was 
not the only one: In 1981, 
Tivoli Social Club estab- 
lished the Lighting Parade. 


Nowadays, Aruba’s Carni- 
val has grown to become 
one of the biggest in the 
Caribbean, with an entire 
month of parades and ac- 
tivities. 
For more information, visit 


https://www.visitaruba.com/ 


things-to-do/carnival/arubas-car- 


nival-history/ 
To see more photographs 
of the history of Aruba’s 
carnival, visit the archives 
of the National Library of 
Aruba 
https://archive.org/ 


search?query=carnaval+aruba 
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By SALLY FRENCH of Nerd- 
Wallet 
Kimberly Button normally 
skips breakfast. But on va- 
cation, the hotel breakfast 
buffet is a highlight. 
She’s drawn to the oat- 
meal bar, where she trans- 
forms bland grains with an 
array of toppings — choco- 
late chips, coconut flakes 
and berries. Sometimes she 
grabs fruit to take with her 
and nosh on throughout 
the day. 
At Disney World, the star of 
breakfast is Mickey-shaped 
waffles. When dining at the 
cafe inside Disney’s Grand 
Floridian 
Resort 
& 
Spa 
(which does not offer free 
breakfast), waffles cost $15 
a pop. But for stays at non- 
Disney properties such as 
the Fairfield Inn & Suites in 
Kissimmee, you can indulge 
in as many Mickey-shaped 
waffles as you want as part 
of its complimentary break- 
fast buffet. “I’ve eaten at 
hotel 
breakfasts 
around 
the world, but the break- 
fasts in Orlando hotels are 
the busiest I’ve ever seen,” 
says Button, who runs the 


Wanderful World of Travel 
blog. “When you can get 
a Mickey-shaped waffle for 
free, wouldn’t you?” 
SAVING MONEY, TIME AND 
ENERGY 
Complimentary 
breakfast 
is the most frequently used 
search 
filter 
on 
Hilton’s 
website, according to the 
Hilton 2023 Trends Report. 
Free breakfast can be a 
money-saver, 
especially 
for families or larger groups. 
A $100 room that includes 
food for four can feel prac- 
tically free if you’d other- 


wise pay $25 per person at 
brunch. 
And then there’s the time 
savings and convenience. 
Gone is the anxiety of re- 
searching the perfect cafe, 
only to meet a waitlist after 
a pricey cab ride there. No 
debating which restaurant 
to patronize or which en- 
tree to order, as you can try 
it all at the buffet. And you 
won’t starve while waiting 
for your jet-lagged com- 
panions to wake up, as you 
can munch on your own 
schedule.q 


By STAN CHOE 
AP Business Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — You may 


be sick of politics, but Wall 
Street is just getting to its fa- 
vorite part of the presiden- 
tial calendar. 
The third year of the presi- 
dential cycle has histori- 
cally been the best for the 
stock market. Going back 
to the start of 1945, the S&P 
500 has risen an average 


of 15.9% during the last full 
year before an election, 
compared with an overall 


average of 9.2% for every 
year. Most of that better- 
than-usual performance is 
packed into the first half of 
Year 3, according to data 
from CFRA Research. In the 
first three months of Year 3, 
for example, the S&P 500 
has historically climbed an 
average of 6.9%, which is 


more than triple the 2.1% 
average for every first quar- 
ter over that span.q 
One line of thinking says 
Wall Street rises in antici- 
pation of the White House 
passing 
economically 
popular measures in hopes 
of staying in office. The dif- 
ference could also just be 
statistical luck. But it’s hap- 
pened enough that profes- 
sional investors pay at least 
some attention to it, even if 
not all the candidates run- 
ning in 2024 are known yet. 
The last time a president 
was in Year 3, in 2019 under 
Donald Trump, the S&P 500 
soared nearly 29%. 
This year, there may be less 
appetite for big govern- 
ment programs that could 
stimulate 
the 
economy, 
because they could also 
potentially ignite inflation- 
ary pressures. q 


Hector Perez prepares to wrap a bacon, egg and cheese 
sandwich at a bodega in the Bronx section of New York, Friday, 
July 22, 2022. 
Associated Press 


Free hotel breakfasts are getting bigger 
and better 


Traders work on the floor at the New York Stock Exchange in 
New York, Wednesday, Feb. 1, 2023. 


Associated Press 


It’s Wall Street’s favorite year of the 
presidential cycle 
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San Nicolas 


Police 
100 
Oranjestad 
527 3140 
Noord 
527 3200 
Sta. Cruz 
527 2900 
San Nicolas 
584 5000 
Police Tipline 
11141 
Ambulancia 
911 
Fire Dept. 
115 
Red Cross 
582 2219 


Women in Difficulties 
PHARMACY ON DUTY 


TAXI SERVICES 
Taxi Tas 
587 5900 
Prof. Taxi 
588 0035 
Taxi D.T.S. 
587 2300 
Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 
280 2828 


Aruba Airport 
524 2424 
American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 
588 0059 
Jet Blue 
588 2244 
Surinam 
582 7896 


FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 


Alcoholics Anonymous 
Tel. 736 2952 


Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


Centre for Diabetes 
Tel. 524 8888 


Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 


Fundacion Contra Violencia 
Relacional Tel. 583 5400 


DOCTOR ON DUTY 


Oranjestad 


Women in Difficulties 
OTHER 
Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 
Women in Difficulties 
EMERGENCY 


Women in Difficulties 
TRAVEL INFO 


Women in Difficulties 
AID FOUNDATIONS 


Child Abuse Prevention 
Tel. 582 4433 


Women in Difficulties 
General Info 


Phone Directory Tel. 118 


Oranjestad: 
Central Tel. 585 1965 
San Nicolas: 
Seroe Preto Tel. 584 4833 


Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
Tel. 527 4000 


Imsan 24 hours 
Tel.524 8833 


facebook.com/arubatoday/ 
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By GLENN GAMBOA 
AP Business Writer 
Entrepreneur Joe Gebbia 
donated $25 million to The 
Ocean Cleanup Thursday 
to support the nonprofit’s 
efforts to remove plastic 
from the world’s oceans 
and rivers. Experts in the 
field welcome both the do- 
nation and the attention to 
the issue of ocean sustain- 
ability, pointing out that it 
receives the least funding 
of all the United Nations’ 
Sustainable Development 
Goals. According to the 
World Economic Forum, 
about $175 billion a year 
is needed to protect the 
oceans, but between 2015 
and 2019 less than $10 bil- 
lion total was invested in 
the cause. 
Gebbia, 
co-founder 
of 
Airbnb and Samara and 


This photo provided by The Ocean Cleanup shows The Ocean 
Cleanup’s founder and CEO Boyan Slat among the trash on the 
Rio Motagua in Guatemala in 2022. 
Associated Press 


Airbnb’s Joe Gebbia donates $25 million to The 
Ocean Cleanup 


chairman of Airbnb.org, 
said he was proud to part- 
ner 
with 
the 
nonprofit, 
which declared his dona- 
tion the largest in its history. 
“The Ocean Cleanup has 
created systems and tech- 
nology that actually work 
at scale,” Gebbia said in 
a statement to The Asso- 
ciated Press. “In order for 
them to deploy across our 
oceans and rivers, they 
now need to scale their 
funding. It is my hope that 
this donation can inspire 
others to act.” 
The Ocean Cleanup works 
to remove the existing plas- 
tic floating in the ocean, 
especially in the Great 
Pacific Garbage Patch, 
as well as reducing the 
amount of plastic flowing 
into the oceans. The non- 
profit has removed roughly 


440,000 pounds of plastic 
from the Garbage Patch, 
which consists of an esti- 
mated 220 million pounds 
of plastic located between 
Hawaii and California. 
“Joe’s continued support 
of The Ocean Cleanup’s 
mission has a direct impact 
on our operations all over 
the world,” Boyan Slat, The 
Ocean Cleanup’s founder 
and CEO, said in a state- 
ment. “Thanks, in part, to 
his generous assistance, 
we are able to scale up 
our work in oceans and riv- 
ers, helping us reach our 
goal of ridding the world’s 
oceans of plastic.” 
Daniela Fernandez, found- 
er and CEO of the nonprof- 
it Sustainable Ocean Alli- 
ance, which helps young 
leaders connect to work on 
solving issues threatening 
oceans’ health, said many 
donors do not realize that 
supporting programs bat- 
tling climate change does 
not necessarily support the 


welfare of the oceans. She 
said Gebbia’s donation is 
a sign of change. 
“I do think that we are 
seeing philanthropists pay 
more attention,” said Fer- 
nandez, whose group is 
co-sponsoring Our Ocean 
Youth Leadership Summit 
in Panama later this month 
to discuss cleanup and 
other possible solutions to 
the oceans’ issues.q 
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Associated Press 
CAMBRIDGE, 
Mass. 
(AP) 
— 
Award-winning 
ac- 
tor and bestselling author 
Bob Odenkirk will be feted 
Thursday as 2023 Man of 
the Year by Harvard Univer- 
sity’s Hasty Pudding Theat- 
ricals. 
Odenkirk, best known as 
shady lawyer Saul Good- 
man on “Breaking Bad” 
and “Better Call Saul,” is 
scheduled to receive his 
Pudding Pot award at a 
celebratory 
roast 
after 
which he will attend a pre- 
view of Hasty Pudding The- 
atricals’ 174th production, 
“COSMIC RELIEF!” 
“When choosing our 2023 
Man of the Year, I immedi- 
ately knew we better call 
Bob Odenkirk,” producer 
Aidan Golub said in a state- 


ment when the award was 
announced last month. 
Hasty Pudding Theatricals, 
which dates to 1844 and 
calls itself the third-oldest 


theater group in the world, 
has handed out a Man of 
the Year Award since 1967. 
Last year’s recipient was 
Jason Bateman, and previ- 


ous honorees include Bob 
Hope, Dustin Hoffman and 
Sean Connery. 
The awards are given out 
to people who have made 
lasting and impressive con- 
tributions to the world of 
entertainment. 
Actress Jennifer Coolidge 
has 
been 
named 
the 
group’s 2023 Woman of the 
Year. She will be honored 
at a separate event on Sat- 
urday. Odenkirk reprised 
his “Breaking Bad” role of 
Saul Goodman, aka Jimmy 
McGill, in “Better Call Saul,” 
which earned him three 
Critics Choice TV awards 
and multiple Emmy, Gold- 
en Globe, and SAG Award 
nominations. 
He is also the star and ex- 
ecutive producer of “Lucky 
Hank,” adapted from the 


novel “Straight Man” by 
Pulitzer Prize-winning au- 
thor Richard Russo, which 
is scheduled to premier on 
AMC and AMC+ on March 
19. Other acting credits 
include 
“Nobody,” 
“Mr. 
Show with Bob and David” 
and “Girlfriend’s Day.” 
He received two Emmy 
Awards for his comedic 
writing for “Saturday Night 
Live” in 1989 and for “The 
Ben Stiller Show” in 1993. 
In 2013 Odenkirk co-wrote 
The New York Times best- 
seller “Hollywood Said No!,” 
a collection of unproduced 
screenplays, and his third 
book released in March 
2022, a memoir entitled 
“Comedy Comedy Com- 
edy Drama,” went to No. 
2 on The New York Times 
bestseller list.q 


By MARK KENNEDY 
AP Entertainment Writer 
Tom Brady has officially — 
and finally, he insists retired 
from the National Football 
League. Based on his new 
movie “80 For Brady,” it’s 
also time that he immedi- 
ately retire from filmmaking. 
No one emerges with glory 
from this syrupy, under- 
cooked story of four older 
friends who are determined 
to see Brady lead an aston- 
ishing 
come-from-behind 
win at the 2017 Super Bowl. 
A quartet of our finest actors 
Lily Tomlin, Jane Fonda, Rita 
Moreno and Sally Field are 
sacrificed for cheap laughs 
and unearned poignancy. 
And Brady, an executive 
producer, sullies one of his 
greatest triumphs. That hiss- 
ing sound you hear in the 
theater is not footballs los- 
ing air but an audience de- 
flated. 
Screenwriters Sarah Haskins 
and Emily Halpern seem to 
have opened a door into 
exploring loss, obligation 
and regret in our sunset 
years, but fumble badly, 
instead drifting into granny- 
accidentally-takes-an-edi- 
ble territory. 
Up on that screen is an 
EGOT winner, multiple Os- 
car, Tony and Emmy own- 


ers, a recipient of the Mark 
Twain Prize for American 
Humor as well as Kennedy 
Center and Cecil B. DeMille 
Award honorees. But they 
are utterly wasted. At one 
point Field is reduced to 
participating in a pointless 
hot wings eating contest. 
There’s nothing wrong with 
silly buddy movies or cele- 
brating age on screen and 
it’s refreshing to see both 


bundled here. But don’t tell 
us you’re empowering old- 
er people by making them 
dance The Twist to get past 
security into the Super Bowl. 
Add this to the utter mis- 
use of Diane Keaton in last 
year’s “Mack & Rita,” and 
we call Hollywood for il- 
legal blindside blocks on 
people over 70 and a loss 
of 15 yards. 
Very, very loosely based on 


actual events, the film is so 
light plot-wise that it threat- 
ens to float away. 
A ticket mix-up pads a few 
extra minutes but logic is 
tossed out, like the time our 
heroines just happen to find 
four empty seats in a row 
just at kickoff at the Super 
Bowl. 
Brady is a constant benev- 
olent presence throughout, 
whether speaking to Tom- 


lin’s character through one 
of his bobble heads or from 
TV screens in dialogue only 
she can hear. 
“This is going to work out,” 
he promises. 
Each of our leading ladies 
get a single note to devel- 
op: Fonda plays the vain, 
boy-crazy author of Rob 
Gronkowski erotic fan fic- 
tion. Field is the sensible, 
responsible one. Recent 
widow Moreno is up for any 
adventure and Tomlin is the 
glue holding them togeth- 
er. 
When one of the quartet 
becomes fearful of a recur- 
rence of cancer, Brady be- 
comes her north star and 
she asks a bust of him what 
she should do, like a prayer. 
“He never gives up no mat- 
ter what he’s up against,” 
she says. You come to ex- 
pect a bright halo to ap- 
pear over Brady’s head. 
Director Kyle Marvin fails 
to build any real tension as 
he frighteningly shifts from 
farce to cringe to melan- 
choly, but real footage of 
the big game is nicely knit- 
ted into the second half. 
The message here is simple: 
When you’re down, dig 
deep and go for it. In other 
words, have the courage to 
go to a different movie.q 


This image released by Paramount shows Jane Fonda, from left, Sally Field, Lily Tomlin and Rita 
Moreno in a scene from “80 for Brady.” This image released by Paramount shows Jane Fonda, 
from left, Sally Field, Lily Tomlin and Rita Moreno in a scene from “80 for Brady.” 
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‘80 for Brady’ is a sports film fumble for the ages 


Bob Odenkirk accepts the award for best actor in a drama series 
for “Better Call Saul” at the 28th annual Critics Choice Awards in 
Los Angeles on Jan. 15, 2023. 
Associated Press 


Hasty Pudding to fete Bob Odenkirk as its Man of the Year 
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By JOHN ZENOR 
AP Sports Writer 
MOBILE, Ala. (AP) — The 
prolific pace of school- 
switching among college 
players has helped some 
NFL prospects have break- 
out seasons and demon- 
strate they can adapt to a 
new system. 
They’re hoping that pays 
off in the draft. 
Offensive lineman O’Cyrus 
Torrence 
followed 
his 
coach, Billy Napier, from 
Louisiana-Lafayette to Flor- 
ida and proved he could 
thrive against Southeastern 
Conference 
competition. 
He could get rewarded 
with being a first-round pick 
in April and doesn’t have 
to answer questions about 
the level of competition he 
faced. 
“I feel like it shows that I’m 
more versatile than it origi- 
nally seemed, and that I 
could hold my own against 
bigger, faster players,” said 
Torrence, an All-SEC se- 
lection. “And just different 
looks and different things 
I faced in the SEC. It just 
shows that I’m ready to hit 
the ground running with 
whatever 
team 
drafted 
me.” 
The 
transfer 
floodgates 
opened wide after the 
NCAA’s 
April 
2021 
rule 
change 
meant 
they 
wouldn’t have to sit out a 
year at another FBS school. 
It’s created some more op- 
portunities for players and 


a chance for more home- 
work from NFL teams, which 
can evaluate how players 
made the transition from 
one system to another and 
get feedback from multiple 
college coaching staffs. 
“We try to keep up with it as 
best as we can,” said Matt 
Groh, the New England 
Patriots’ player personnel 
director. “But you can look 
out there and there are 
countless number of play- 
ers from this school, he was 
at that school. 
“We keep up with all that, 
and really it’s just another 
group of coaches, support 


staff from different schools 
(and we) get their opinions 
and their input on a pros- 
pect. You can be at one 
school and have four differ- 
ent offensive coordinators, 
though, so that’s the way 
it is here these days. These 
kids have got to learn to 
adapt.” 
Some do it better than oth- 
ers. The Senior Bowl and 
East-West Shrine Game ros- 
ters are loaded with players 
who played for multiple col- 
lege teams in bids for more 
playing time, better per- 
sonal situations or chances 
to improve their NFL draft 


stock. It’s likely too early 
to tell how the increased 
movement affects players’ 
transition to the NFL. 
Several first-rounders in last 
year’s draft were transfers, 
including ex-Alabama and 
Ohio State wide receiver 
Jameson Williams, Florida 
State defensive end Jer- 
maine 
Johnson 
Jr. 
(via 
Georgia) and Boston Col- 
lege guard Zion Johnson, 
who started his college ca- 
reer at Davidson. 
Zion Johnson became an 
immediate starter for the 
Los Angeles Chargers, Wil- 
liams missed most of the 


Detroit Lions’ season while 
recovering from a knee in- 
jury and Jermaine Johnson 
played in 14 games for the 
New York Jets. 
This season’s prospects in- 
clude some who clearly 
took advantage of their 
new situations. 
Linebacker Daiyan Henley 
went from second-team 
All-Midwest 
Conference 
as a Nevada junior to first- 
team All-Pac-12 and a But- 
kus Award finalist at Wash- 
ington State. 
Ivan Pace Jr. became Cin- 
cinnati’s 
first 
unanimous 
All-American after moving 
40 miles down Highway 
27 from Miami, Ohio. Both 
are projected as likely mid- 
round picks. 
Tennessee 
quarterback 
Hendon Hooker emerged 
as a Heisman Trophy can- 
didate in his second sea- 
son after transferring from 
Virginia Tech. Hooker’s sea- 
son ended with a torn ACL, 
leaving him as a bystander 
at the Senior Bowl practices 
in between meetings with 
NFL teams. He’s not sure he 
would have reached that 
point without the move. 
“It’s a long shot,” Hooker 
said. Also a long shot, but 
not out of the question: 
him being a first-rounder, 
though most projections 
have him closer to the third. 
How transfers handle the 
switch is more informa- 
tion for NFL teams to sort 
through. q 


American lineman O’Cyrus Torrence of Florida (56) lines up for the play during practice for the 
Senior Bowl NCAA college football game Wednesday, Feb. 1, 2023, in Mobile, Ala.. 
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Portal to Pros: NFL teams eyeing rising number of transfers 


By TIM REYNOLDS 
AP Basketball Writer 
Michael 
Malone 
might 
coach Nikola Jokic in the 
All-Star Game. He might 
get the rare chance to 
coach against him, too. 
Malone and the staff of 
the Denver Nuggets have 
clinched their trip to Salt 
Lake City for All-Star week- 
end. Malone will coach 
Team LeBron the team 
that will be drafted by the 
Los Angeles Lakers’ LeB- 
ron James in the Feb. 19 
matchup. 
Boston interim coach Joe 
Mazzulla will coach Team 


Giannis, the team that will 
be drafted by Milwaukee’s 
Giannis Antetokounmpo. 
Malone and the Nuggets’ 
staff were locked into the 
All-Star 
trip 
Wednesday 
night when Portland de- 
feated Memphis. That en- 
sured that Denver will have 
the top spot in the Western 
Conference 
when 
play 
ends on Sunday; the All- 
Star coaches are based 
off which teams have the 
best record in each confer- 
ence two weeks before the 
game. 
“I say it every year and I 
told our players this. There’s 


some teams that are dying 
for the All-Star break and 
can’t wait to go to Can- 
cun,” Malone said. “No, we 
are keeping our eyes on 
the prize and we have to 
make sure we play all the 
way to the break.” 
If Malone had plans to go 
to Cancun or anyplace 
else over the break, he’ll 
be leaving from Salt Lake 
City. 
Jokic, the Nuggets’ cen- 
ter and two-time reigning 
NBA MVP and certainly a 
candidate to make it three 
in a row is the only Denver 
player who’ll start. q 


Denver Nuggets head coach Michael Malone reacts during the 
first half of an NBA basketball game Wednesday, Jan. 25, 2023, 
in Milwaukee. 


Associated Press 


Denver’s Michael Malone gets All-Star Game coaching nod 
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By STEPHEN WHYNO 
AP Hockey Writer 
FT. LAUDERDALE, Fla. (AP) — 
New Jersey Devils players 
watch from the bench of- 
ten and marvel at some of 
the things Jack Hughes can 
do on the ice. 
“Every game, at least a 
couple times, I’ll be like, ‘Oh 
my God, that guy’s amaz- 
ing,’” 
forward 
Michael 
McLeod said. “He just gets 
it done every night.” 
The same goes in Buffalo, 
where Rasmus Dahlin de- 
scribed Sabres teammate 
Tage Thompson’s devel- 
opment as “a ticking time 
bomb.” 
And 
in 
Dallas, 
where coach Peter DeBoer 
lay awake dreaming of 
coaching Jason Robertson 
with the Stars. 
While being an All-Star is 
old hat for the NHL’s old 
guard of Sidney Crosby, 
Alex Ovechkin and even 
unquestioned best player 
in the world Connor McDa- 
vid, the festivities this week- 
end in South Florida are a 
showcase for the league’s 
next generation of stars, led 
by Hughes and Robertson 
now that Thompson is out 
with injury and replaced by 
Dahlin. Hughes is an All-Star 
for the second consecu- 
tive season and Robertson 
for the first time, and their 
emergence could upend 
the way the standings and 
leaderboards look for years 
to come. 
“Once you establish your- 
self as an NHL player, the 
next step is how you figure 


out how to try to win,” said 
Hall of Famer, two-time 
MVP and six-time Stanley 
Cup champion Mark Mess- 
ier. “It’s been fascinating 
to me to see these players 
going through that process 
of becoming not only NHL 
players but bona fide su- 
perstars, but more impor- 
tantly how they’re trying to 
figure out how to win in this 
league.” 
With Thompson, Robertson 
and Hughes all in the top 10 
in goals and points, it’s no 
coincidence each player’s 
respective team is in the 
playoff race at the break. 
So are the surprising Seattle 
Kraken, the only team with- 


out an All-Star after rookie 
Matty Beniers was injured, 
but they’ll need him more 
down the stretch to make 
it in their second season of 
existence. 
The Devils are on pace to 
play playoff hockey for 
the first time since 2018 
and just the second in 11 
years thanks in large part 
to Hughes, who trails only 
McDavid, Boston’s David 
Pastrnak, Colorado’s Mikko 
Rantanen and Thompson in 
the goal-scoring race. Mike 
Rupp, who won the Cup 
with New Jersey in 2003, ex- 
pected Hughes to produce 
at a 100-point pace but did 
not anticipate his scoring to 


become so meaningful this 
season. 
“He’s scoring in big mo- 
ments,” said Rupp, an NHL 
Network analyst who will 
see Hughes up close this 
weekend in Sunrise. “It’s 
the way he’s doing it. He’s 
carrying his team at certain 
times. 
He’s 
pushing 
his 
team 
along, Jack and Tage, 
(too). And I think that is the 
incredible part is they’re 
not 
just 
great 
talents: 
They’re great talents, and 
they seem like they’ve got 
nerves of steel.” 
Thompson’s 
nerves 
and 
playmaking ability could 
be on display in the playoffs 


if Buffalo can finish strong 
and knock either Crosby’s 
Pittsburgh 
Penguins 
or 
Ovechkin’s 
Washington 
Capitals out of a wild-card 
spot. The Sabres have by 
far the league’s longest 
playoff drought at 11 sea- 
sons, and if they snap it, 
Thompson will be a big part 
of it, even before starting a 
$51 million, seven-year con- 
tract he was rewarded with 
last summer. 
Messier credited Thompson 
for getting stronger in the 
offseason, augmenting the 
hands that made the now- 
25-year-old a 38-goal scor- 
er in 2021-22 and putting 
him on track for more than 
50 this season. Norris Trophy- 
winning defenseman P.K. 
Subban, who experienced 
Thompson’s 
growth 
first- 
hand from playing against 
him several times the past 
five years before retiring 
and joining Messier as an 
ESPN analyst, sees him as a 
taller version of Hughes with 
the same level of skill. 
“What separates him from a 
lot of players in the league, 
and is going to separate 
him from a lot of players in 
the league going forward, 
is his ability at that size to 
do everything at top speed 
(with) his range, his skill with 
the puck, his skating abil- 
ity,” Subban said. “He has 
all the tools to be a domi- 
nant player in this league 
for a long time.” 
So does Dahlin, who prob- 
ably should have been an 
All-Star in the first place. q 


Dallas Stars’ Jason Robertson celebrates after scoring a goal during the first period of an NHL 
hockey game against the New York Islanders on Jan. 10, 2023, in Elmont, N.Y. 
Associated Press 


All-Star festivities showcase next generation of NHL stars 


PARIS (AP) — Formula One 
took a step closer to ex- 
panding the grid when 
governing body the FIA 
launched its application 
process 
for 
prospective 
new teams on Thursday. 
That could favor Andretti 
Global, for which Michael 
Andretti is partnering with 
General Motors’ Cadillac 
brand. The American alli- 
ance has been lobbying 
the FIA to join F1 but face 
opposition 
from 
current 
teams worried that an 11th 


team would dilute their in- 
come. 
The FIA said on Thursday 
there was a “high level 
of interest from a number 
of potential candidates” 
but didn’t name any. Pro- 
spective candidates will 
be asked about their envi- 
ronmental credentials and 
how they would make a 
“positive societal impact” 
by joining F1. 
“The growth and appeal of 
the FIA Formula One world 
championship is at unprec- 


edented levels,” FIA presi- 
dent Mohammed Ben Su- 
layem said in a statement. 
“The FIA believes the con- 
ditions are right for interest- 
ed parties, which meet the 
selection criteria, to express 
a formal interest in entering 
the championship.” 
The FIA didn’t say when 
applications would close, 
when it might decide on 
new teams or when they 
could start racing, though 
Ben Sulayem referred to the 
new engine rules coming in 
2026 as a factor attracting 
interest from potential new 
teams.q 


Drivers start the British Formula One Grand Prix, at the Silverstone 
circuit, in Silverstone, England, on July 18, 2021. 
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FIA opens application process for 
new F1 teams 


